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FEDERAL COURT 


Judge halts 
clearing of 
rare forest 
targeted 
for mall 


m Hours after environmentalists 
sued to stop work on a 
Walmart-anchored shopping 
center given the greenlight 
earlier this week, a Miami federal 
judge issued an emergency 
restraining order. 


BY JENNY STALETOVICH 
jstaletovich@miamiherald.com 


Bulldozers downing trees in 
pine rockland targeted for a Wal- 
mart-anchored shopping center 
were ordered to stop work Friday 
after a federal judge issued an 
emergency injunction sought by 
environmentalists fighting to save 
the vanishing forest. 

Miami district court Judge Ursu- 
la Ungaro issued the order just 
hours after the Center for Biolog- 
ical Diversity and three other 
groups sued to overturn a U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service decision 
earlier this week that cleared the 
way for the mall, 900 apartments 
and a parking lot. The land near 
Zoo Miami had long been targeted 
for conservation and is part of 
what was once one of the largest 
tracks of pine rockland, a globally 
imperiled forest, outside Ever- 
glades National Park. 

In her ruling, Ungaro said the 
plaintiffs showed a likelihood of 
winning their case and that ongo- 


SEE INJUNCTION, 2A 


Courtesy Al Sunshine 
Miami Pine Rockland Coalition 
founder Al Sunshine photographed 
a bulldozer downing trees on 
pineland targeted for development. 
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ROBERTO KOLTUN rkoltun@miamiherald.com 


Two women observe the work Japanese Pine’ by artist Donald Sultan at Art Basel at the Miami Beach 


Convention Center on Thursday. 


APPRECIATING ART AT 
ART BASEL IS NOT EASY 


Here’s why you should do it 


m Art Basel and Miami Art Week 
can be tough on the nerves, 
wallet, feet and eyes as 
fairgoers negotiate heavy 
traffic and parking hassles to 
see the exhibitions that put 
Miami at the center of the art 
universe for one feverish, 
beautiful week. 


BY LINDA ROBERTSON 
lrobertson@miamiherald.com 


Appreciating art is not easy. 
While artists suffer for their 
work, art lovers do, too. 

Art Basel places Miami at the 
center of the art universe for 
one feverish week. The fairs and 
events revolving in its orbit 
compound the sensory overload. 
It is a beautiful thing for our 
one-time cultural backwater 
that now seems to have as many 
contemporary art museums, 
collections and galleries as cafe- 
cito windows. 

But Art Basel is tough on the 
nerves, the wallet, the feet and 
the eyes. The average fairgoer — 
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and we’re not talking about the 
VIP in the chauffeur-driven 
Rolls-Royce shopping for a $3 
million painting for the Hamp- 
tons beach house — must brace 
himself with the fortitude of a 
starving artist slaving away in 
some un-gentrified warehouse 


LINDA ROBERTSON Irobertson@miamiherald.com 


One gallery featured toy sports cars with stuffed wigs as drivers. 


and hoping to make it big like 
kitsch king Jeff Koons, who sold 
his Balloon Dog sculpture for 
$58 million in 2014. 

Want to do Art Basel, and 
visit additional fairs in Miami 


SEE ART BASEL, 2A 


IMMIGRATION | MARRIAGE FRAUD 


Some weddings were only for money, not love 


Œ Larisa de Lima, supported by a cast of family members and 
recruiters, orchestrated one of the biggest marriage fraud 
rackets in South Florida history, authorities say. She faces 
potential prison time. 


es. And, of course, she produced 
their weddings. But there was a 
problematic hole in her résumé 
of matrimonial success. 

The arrangements were all a 


BY JAY WEAVER 
jJweaver@miamiherald.com 


Larisa de Lima might consider 
herself a wedding planner. But 
that wouldn’t quite capture her 
skill set. 

She matched couples. She 
helped them get marriage licens- 


dodging deportation agents in- 

stead of seeking wedded bliss. 
De Lima, 59, supported by a 

cast of family members and 


sham, authorities say — aimed at 


recruiters, is accused of orches- 
trating one of the biggest marriage 
fraud rackets in South Florida 
history. She matched up almost 20 
young Cuban-American women 
who are lawful permanent resi- 
dents or U.S. citizens with a simi- 
lar number of undocumented 
immigrants from Russia and other 
parts of the former Soviet Union. 
The fictitious marriages al- 
lowed the undocumented im- 
migrants to attain lawful resi- 
dency, obtain a green card and 
pursue a path to citizenship in 


the United States, thanks to their 
Cuban-American wives’ special 
immigration status. 

“It was very organized and 
very lucrative,” Anthony Salis- 
bury, deputy special agent in 
charge of Homeland Security 
Investigations in Miami, said in 
an interview this week. “She was 
making $20,000 off the top.” 

De Lima, who was born in the 
Ukraine and lived in Brazil before 


SEE FRAUD, 8A 


SPORTS 


STANTON NIXES 
CARDS, GIANTS 


The St. Louis Cardinals 
and San Francisco Giants 
say they are out of the 
running for the Marlins’ 
Giancarlo Stanton. 1B 


Treasury 
Dept. paid 
$220,000 
to settle 
Hastings 
lawsuit 


BY STEPHANIE AKIN 
CQ-Roll Call 


WASHINGTON 

The Treasury Department 
paid $220,000 in a previously 
undisclosed agreement to 
settle a lawsuit alleging sexual 
harassment involving Florida 
Democrat Alcee L. Hastings, 
according to documents ob- 
tained by Roll Call. 

Winsome Packer, a former 
staff member of a congres- 
sional commission that pro- 
motes international human 
rights, said in documents that 
the congressman touched her, 
made unwanted sexual ad- 
vances and threatened her 
job. At the time, Hastings was 
the chairman of the Commis- 
sion on Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe, where Packer 
worked. 

Hastings has called Packer’s 
charges “ludicrous” and in 
documents said he never 
sexually harassed her. He did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment Friday. 

The 2014 payment to settle 
the case involving Hastings was 
not apparently included in a 
breakdown of payouts to settle 
discrimination complaints 
against House lawmakers from 
the past five years released last 
month by the Office of Compli- 
ance, which approves the 
payouts. That total included 
only one payment to resolve a 
sexual harassment claim — 
$84,000 paid to settle a com- 
plaint against Texas Rep. Blake 
Farenthold. 

The Senate hasn’t released 
similar numbers. 

The Hastings settlement 
raises new questions about the 
secretive and convoluted way 
Congress handles employee 
complaints of sexual harass- 
ment and other forms of dis- 


SEE HASTINGS, 4A 


@ Ex-aide says Arizona congressman 
offered her $5M to carry his child, 4A 
@ Appeals court judge is accused of 
sexual misconduct by six women, 14A 
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NEW SHOWROOM * NEW DESIGNS + NEW FURNISHINGS 
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RENOVATION ROOM 


FURNITURE, LIGHTING & HOME DESIGN 


500 E. Hallandale Beach Blvd. 
Hallandale Beach, FL 33009 


Store Hours: 
Mon - Fri 10 AM - 7 PM 
Sat 10 AM - 5 PM œ Sun 12 PM - 5 PM 


RenovationRoom.com 
954-445-0025 
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